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FOREWORD
We, at Team Vedhik is happy to introduce a new initiative - “Vedhik - Daily News
Analysis (DNA)_The Hindu” compilations to help you with UPSC Civil Services
Examination preparation. We believe this initiative - “Vedhik - Daily News Analy-
sis (DNA)_The Hindu * would help students, especially beginners save time and
streamline their preparations with regard to Current Affairs. A content page and an
Appendix has been added segregating and mapping the content to the syllabus.
It is an appreciable efforts by Vedhik IAS Academy helping aspirants of UPSC Civil
Services Examinations. | would like to express my sincere gratitude to Dr. Babu Se-
bastian, former VC - MG University in extending all support to this endeavour. Final-
ly | also extend my thanks to thank Ms. Shilpa Sasidharan and Mr. Shahul Hameed
for their assistance in the preparing the compilations.
We welcome your valuable comments so that further improvement may be made
in the forthcoming material. We look forward to feedback, comments and sugges-
tions on how to improve and add value for students. Every care has been taken to
avoid typing errors and if any reader comes across any such error, the authors shall
feel obliged if they are informed at their Email ID.
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SC exists to protect
personal liberty
and rights, says CJI

Krishnadas Rajagopal
NEW DELHI

Chief Justice of India (CJI)
D.Y. Chandrachud on Fri-
day said the Supreme
Court exists to hear every
cry for personal liberty
and fundamental rights.
The main purpose of the
court is the “exercise of its
jurisdiction as a protector
of the fundamental right to
life and personal liberty in-
hering in every citizen,”
the CJI said in a judgment.

“The history indicates
that it is in the seemingly
small and routine matters
involving grievances of citi-
zens that issues of mo-
ment, both in jurispruden-
tial and constitutional
terms, emerge.... The right
to personal liberty is a pre-
cious and inalienable right
recognised by the Consti-
tution. In attending to such
grievances, the Supreme
Court performs a plain
constitutional duty, obliga-
tion and function,” the
judgment said.

CJI Chandrachud said
the court could not afford
to ignore even the faintest
plea for personal liberty.

The court was
hearing the plea of
Igram, who would
spend 18 vears in jail
for electricity theft

“If we do not act in matters
of personal liberty and
grant relief then what are
we doing here?” the CJI
asked in court.

Electricity theft

The court was hearing the
plea of a man, Iqgram, who
would spend a total of 18
years in jail for electricity
theft. He was convicted in
nine separate cases of elec-
tricity theft for a period of
two years each. His sen-
tence was ordered to run
concurrently.  However,
the prison authorities
treated his sentence in
each case to run consecu-
tively, one after the other,
for a total of 18 years. The
Allahabad High Court had
confirmed the view of the
jail authorities.

The apex court set aside
the High Court judgment
and said Igram’s sentence
would run concurrently.






LS clears Bill to add
Himachal’s Hattee
community in ST list

Abhinay Lakshman
NEW DELHI

Lok Sabha on Friday
passed the Constitution
(Scheduled Tribes) Order
(Third Amendment) Bill,
2022 to include the Hattee
community in the Trans-
Giri region of Sirmaur dis-
trict in Himachal Pradesh
in the Scheduled Tribes list
of the State after Tribal Af-
fairs Minister Arjun Munda
moved a motion to have
the Bill passed.

The Minister moved the
motion after his conclud-
ing remarks on the discus-
sion on the Bill, which had
gone on for two days.

Mr. Munda said the Hat-
tee people of the region
had been deprived of the
ST status for decades, des-
pite their family members
living across the border in

Uttarakhand being cate-
gorised as such.

The Bharatiya Janata
Party (BJP) has consistently
promised in election ma-
nifestos to include the Hat-
tee community in the ST
list, including in that of the
recent Assembly election,
where it lost the State to
the Indian National Con-
gress (INC).

The Union Cabinet had
announced its approval for
the addition just weeks be-
fore the Himachal Pradesh
poll dates were an-
nounced. Interestingly, the
BJP won three of the five
Assembly seats in Sirmaur
district this election.

The Bill received sup-
port from across party
lines during the discussion
and was passed in the Low-
er House through a voice
vote.









Linking of Aadhaar
and electoral ID is
voluntary, says Rijiju

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

Terming the exercise to
link Aadhaar with election
photo identity card (EPIC)
as ‘voluntary, Law Minis-
ter Kiren Rijiju on Friday
told the Lok Sabha that pe-
ople who don’t link their
Aadhaar with EPIC will not
be struck off from the vo-
ters’ list.

In response to another
question on whether the
government would consid-
er banning opinion polls
after the announcement of
election schedule, the Law
Minister replied in the
negative.

Replying to a written
question on linking of Aad-
haar with EPIC, Mr. Rijiju
said, “The Election Laws
(Amendment) Act, 2021, al-
lows electoral registration
officers to require the exist-
ing or prospective elector
to provide the Aadhaar
number for the purpose of
establishing identity on a
voluntary basis.”

He was responding to a
question by Congress MP
Pradyut Bordoloi, BSP’s Ri-
tesh Pandey and AIMIM's
Syed Imtiaz Jaleel on the
linkage of Aadhaar with
electoral rolls.

Over 54 crore of the
nearly 95 crore
voters have opted to
link their Aadhaar
details with voter ID

Asked whether the
name of the voters whose
voter IDs are not linked
with Aadhaar will be
struck off from the list, the
Minister said, “No”. Ho-
wever, he made it clear
that “there is no provision
for withdrawing the con-
sent to share Aadhaar
details”.

On Thursday, Mr. Rijiju
had informed the Rajya
Sabha that more than 54
crore of the nearly 95 crore
total voters have opted to
link their Aadhaar details
with voter ID. He said link-
ing of Aadhaar is “process
driven” and “no targets
have been given” for link-
ing Aadhaar with EPIC.

“The Election Comimis-
sion does not store the
Aadhaar numbers in its da-
tabase. The Aadhaar num-
ber is used only for authen-
tication and EC does not
retrieve any personal infor-
mation from the UIDAI
Aadhaar database,” Mr. Ri-
jiju noted.






Government
cuts windfall
tax on crude
oil output

Press Trust of India
NEW DELHI

The Centre slashed the
windfall profit tax levied
on domestically-produced
crude oil as well as on ex-
port of diesel and ATF, fol-
lowing a decline in global
oil prices, according to an
official order.

The levy on crude oil
output by companies has
been cut to %,700 per
tonne from 4,900, ac-
cording to the order.

The government has al-
so cut the tax on export of
diesel to %5 per litre from
8; and on overseas ship-
ments of ATF to 1.5 a litre
from 5. The rates take ef-
fect on December 16.



‘Lower commodity prices to help
narrow trade deficit, aid rupee’

Reuters
MUMBAI

The fall in commodity pric-
es could help narrow In-
dia’s trade deficit in the
coming months, aiding the
rupee, analysts said on Fri-
day. The trade deficit nar-
rowed to $23.9 billion in
November from $26.9 bil-
lion in the previous month,
data released on Thursday
showed. It was the lowest
deficit reading since May.
On a month-on-month
basis, exports expanded by
7.4% in November, while
imports retreated 1.4%,
helping narrow the trade
deficit, Barclays Bank said

Trade deficit, lowest
since May, narrowed
to $23.9 bn in Nov.
from $26.9 bn in the
previous month

in a note. “The fall in im-
ports remains a key emerg-
ing trend,” Rahul Bajoria,
chief India economist at
Barclays Bank, wrote.
Imports fell to their low-
est level in 10 months in
November, on lower inter-
national commodity prices
and weaker domestic de-
mand, Mr. Bajoria said.
“We expect this trend to
continue and any further

decline in commodity pric-
es will only help in a faster
consolidation of imports,
providing more support to
the exchange rate.”

Lower commodity pric-
es, especially oil, bode well
for India’s import bill, re-
ducing the burden on
trade deficit, said Swati Ar-
ora, economist at HDFC
Bank. “This will eventually
be positive for the rupee.”

If India’s economy con-
tinues to outgrow most of
its key trading partners,
then trade deficit could
continue to remain “some-
what elevated,” Vivek Ku-
mar, economist at QuantE-
co Research, said.



Rupee settlement
options draw interest
from 4 more nations

Reuters

India’s rupee trade settle-
ment mechanism, a means
of using rupees instead of
dollars and other curren-
cies for international tran-
sactions, is attracting inter-
est from more countries.
Tajikistan, Cuba, Lux-
embourg and Sudan have
begun talking to India
about using the mechan-
ism, according to two
sources and an official doc-
ument reviewed by Reu-
ters. It has already been
used by Russia following
the imposition of sanctions

on Moscow over the Uk-
raine war. The Reserve
Bank of India (RBI) set up
the mechanism in July. The
Centre is looking to bring
countries short of dollars
into the mechanism, said a
government official and an
industry source aware of
the development.

The four nations have
shown interest in opening
special rupee, or vostro,
accounts, but partner
banks in India have not yet
provided the facilities, doc-
uments showed. Opening
these accounts needs Re-
serve Bank approval.









1.3 terabyte data encrypted
and five servers affected in
AIIMS ransomware attack’

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

Based on current analysis
by stakeholders con-
cerned, about 1.3 terabyte
data were encrypted in the
recent ransomware attack
on the All-India Institute of
Medical Sciences’ (AIIMS)
information technology
network by unknown
threat actors, according to
the government.

In a written response to
the question of Rajya Sab-
ha member John Brittas,
Minister of State For Elec-
tronics And Information
Technology Rajeev Chan-
drasekhar on Friday said
upon being informed
about the cybersecurity in-
cident, the Indian Compu-
ter Emergency Response
Team (CERT-In) had done

CERT-In did an
evaluation after
being informed
about the incident
involving AIIMS

an evaluation.

“As per the analysis, ser-
vers were compromised in
the information technolo-
gy network of the AIIMS by
unknown threat actors due
to improper network seg-
mentation, which caused
operational disruption due
to non-functionality of crit-
ical applications. CERT-In
and other stakeholder enti-
ties have advised neces-
sary remedial measures,”
said the reply.

“Based on current ana-
lysis by concerned stake-
holders, five servers of the

AIIMS were affected and
approximately 1.3 tera-
bytes of data were encrypt-
ed,” it said.

Mr. Chandrasekhar said
CERT-In, which is mandat-
ed to track and monitor cy-
bersecurity incidents in In-
dia, had issued a special
advisory on security prac-
tices to enhance resilience
of health sector entities,
which had been communi-
cated to the Health Minis-
try for sensitising health
sector entities regarding
the latest cybersecurity
threats.

Replying to another
question, Minister of State
for Health and Family Wel-
fare Bharati Pravin Pawar
said all the data for e-Hos-
pital had been retrieved
from a backup server and
restored on new servers.





















